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During 1929 and 19^0, a laige number of S-jb's
were pnxluced and sold. Altogether over one huruired
ships of this type wete built and dclitcied. In 1929,
an 8-38 was used b\ Colonel Lindbergh to in*
augurate air mail service between the I nited States
and the Panama Canal. Later on, these ships were
used for the pioneering and operation of about ten
air-lines, among which were the Pan-American Air-
ways, Pan-American-Grace Airways. Inter-Island Air-
ways, Curtiss-Wright Fhing Service, Colonial Western
Airways, Canadian Colonial Airways, NYRBA Lines.
In addition, many private individuals were using the
8-38 with satisfaction, This type of ship was later used
on many exploration flights, among which was one by
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson, who flew in the heart
of Africa. During this trip they made a moving picture
in which their plane was prominent.
I made a considerable number of flights in the
8-38, which I enjoyed greatly. Among the most in-
teresting was one early in January, 1931. At that time
the Government of Chile was expecting a visit from
the then Prince of Wales to their country and ordered
an 8-38 amphibian to furnish transportation for their
guest to various inaccessible parts of Chile. The ship
had to be ferried from Bridgeport to Santiago, Chile,
a distance of some 7,000 miles. I decided to use this
opportunity to make a trip in the ship, at lease part of
the way.
On a morning in January, 1931, which was bitter
cold, we took off from the ground from the Bridge-
port Airport, since the water was covered with floating
ice, A few hours later we arrived in Miami, and the
next morning landed in warm, tropical Havana, where